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The  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  present  current 
factual  information  on  the  activities  of  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  in  Wyoming.  We  are  hopeful  that 
the  information  presented  here  will  be  useful  to  those 
interested  in  our  programs  on  the  national  resource 
lands. 


Daniel  P.  Baker 
State  Director 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM) ,  an  agency  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  manages  the  national  resource  lands  (formerly  public  lands) 
in  the  state.   Management  concepts  are  used  which  give  full  consideration 
to  good  conservation  practices  and  to  protection  and  enhancement  of 
environmental  quality. 

BLM  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  about  17.5  million  acres,  or  28% 
of  the  state.   It  manages  another  half  million  acres  for  other  agencies. 
BLM  also  administers  publicly  owned  mineral  resources  under  more  than  13 
million  acres  of  privately  owned  land  in  Wyoming.   Further,  BLM  performs 
functions  such  as  conducting  land  surveys,  maintaining  land  records  and 
issuing  mineral  leases  on  about  12.5  million  acres  administered  by  other 
Federal  agencies.   In  short,  BLM  has  some  responsibilities  for  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  State. 

BLM  makes  the  land  and  its  products  available  for  use  by  the  public 
under  authorities  stemming  from  a  variety  of  laws,  executive  orders  and 
regulations.  As  an  agency,  it  does  not  harvest  timber,  drill  for  oil, 
graze  livestock  or  otherwise  use  the  land  for  direct  production.  Rather, 
it  manages  the  land  to  facilitate  effective  use  by  the  general  public  and 
private  industry. 

Usually,  the  public  lands  account  for  only  a  portion  of  the  total 
demand  for  a  given  product  or  service.   The  relationship  between  public 
and  private  lands  and  resources  is   an  important  key  to  management  of  the 
total  resource  base.   It  should  be  noted  that  the  BLM  controls  only  one 
part  of  this  relationship.   For  example,  if  it  inaugurates  a  conservation- 
management  plan  on  the  lands  in  a  particular  watershed,  the  cooperation 
of  private  landowners  who  own  other  substantial  parts  of  the  area  may 
determine  the  success  of  the  total  venture. 

Most  of  the  public  land  has  been  used  for  grazing  and  mineral  ex- 
traction for  decades,  but  new  demands  for  open  space,  wild  horse  refuges, 
and  recreation  opportunities  are  expanding  the  Bureau's  management  programs, 

Any  particular  land  area  may  offer  the  resource  potentials  for  a 
variety  of  uses.   The  relationship  between  uses  will  range  in  character 
from  being  complementary  to  being  totally  incompatible.   It  is  the  objec- 
tive of  BLM  to  plan  for  and  manage  or  dispose  of  lands  and  resources,  all 
in  a  manner  to  provide  the  maximum  benefits  for  the  general  public. 

BLM  in  Wyoming  Generally 

Map  1  shows  the  geographic  location  of  the  national  resource  lands. 
The  "checkerboard"  land  pattern  along  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  right- 
of-way  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State  came  about  through  grants  to 
the  railroad  in  the  1860's. 

BLM  activities  are  administered  in  the  field  through  district 
offices  in  Worland,  Lander,  Rawlins,  Rock  Springs,  Pinedale  and  Casper. 


The  basic  resource  programs  are  identified  in  the  broad  categories  of 
lands,  livestock  forage,  timber,  watershed,  recreation,  wildlife  habitat 
and  minerals.   The  management  and  development  activities  are  supported 
by  construction  and  maintenance  of  facilities,  cadastral  survey  and  fire 
protection.   BLM  is  also  responsible  for  land  records  and  realty  service 
activities. 

The  scattered  national  resource  lands  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  are 
also  administered  by  the  Wyoming  BLM  organization  through  the  Casper 
District.   The  data  in  Table  4  indicates  the  magnitude  of  BLM  activities 
for  these  states. 

Receipts  and  Budget 

In  Fiscal  Year  1972,  the  BLM  collected  more  than  $55  million  in 
receipts  from  various  resource  programs  in  Wyoming.   Of  this  amount, 
more  than  $20  million  was  returned  to  the.  State  of  Wyoming.   In  fiscal 
1972,  this  amount  represented  seven  percent  of  the  total  State  receipts 
and  nine  percent  of  the  total  State  expenditures.   Most  of  the  receipts 
(947o)  are  from  mineral  leasing  and  permits.   The  balance  is  from  sale 
of  land,  timber  and  other  materials,  grazing  leases  and  licenses  and 
other  sources.   Receipts  not  allocated  to  the  State  go  into  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  or  into  the  Reclamation  Fund. 

In  addition  to  providing  $20  million  in  receipts  to  the  State,  BLM 
plays  another  role  in  the  state  economy.   The  annual  operating  budget  of 
BLM  in  Wyoming,  which  in  Fiscal  Year  1973  was  more  than  $4.2  million, 
includes  wages  and  salaries  paid  to  226  employees;  local  contracts  for 
construction,  improvement  and  maintenance  projects;  and  local  purchase 
of  goods  and  services. 

The  BLM  is  responding  to  the  need  for  more  comprehensive  land  use 
planning  to  provide  the  maximum  public  benefit  from  the  public  lands 
resources.   To  meet  that  need,  a  planning  system  as  outlined  in  Figure  2 
was  developed  and  is  being  implemented  on  most  of  the  lands  administered 
by  BLM.   This  systematic  approach  to  public  resource  management  encour- 
ages identification  of  resource  management  alternatives  and  the  resolu- 
tion of  conflicts  between  uses  before  on-the-ground  actions  are  taken. 
The  system  calls  for  heavy  involvement  of  the  general  public  in  determin- 
ing public  demands,  desires,  and  needs  for  resources,  and  provides  for 
information  collection  from  sources  outside  the  Bureau. 

The  product  of  this  process  is  a  "Management  Framework  Plan"  (MFP) 
which  sets  forth  guidelines  to  be  used  in  management  decisions  relative 
to  protection  of  resource  values  and  uses  to  be  accommodated.   The  MFP 
establishes  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  resources  and  spells  out 
objectives  and  goals  for  their  management  and  development. 


TABLE  1 

FEDERAL  LAND 

OWNERSHIP 

BY  AGENCY 
(June  30,  1970) 


Agency- 


Federal 
Acreage 


Total 


30,102,383 


Agency  as 
%  of  Fed. 


Bureau  of  Land  Management  17,423,786 

Forest  Service  9,242,951 

National  Park  Service  2,309,928 

Bureau  of  Reclamation  1,052,208 

Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries 

&  Wildlife  44,350 

Department  of  Defense  26,224 

Other  Federal  Agencies  2,936 


57.9 

30.7 

7.7 

3.5 

0.2 
0.1 


100.0 


Percent 
of  State' 


27.8 

14.7 

3.7 

1.7 

0.1 


48.0" 


1. 


2. 


J. 


Bureau  of  Land  Management  acreage  was  17,484,350  acres  as  of 
June  30,  1972.  The  1970  data  is  the  most  recent  data  avail- 
able for  this  comparison. 

Area  of  the  State  of  Wyoming  is  62,664,940  acres  (97,914  square 
miles)  of  which  455,040  acres  are  inland  water. 

Compare  with  percent  owned  by  Government  in  other  states,  e.g., 
Alaska  96.7%;  California  44.8%;  Idaho  63.8%;  Nevada  86.9%;  Montana 
29.6%;  Colorado  35,7%. 


TABLE  2 

LANDS  ADMINISTERED 
BY  BLM 
JUNE  30,  1972 
(acres) 


2 

District 

National 

Resource 

Lands 

Reserved 
Lands 

Other  Fed. 
Land  s  Admin . 
by  BLM4 

Total 

Dist. 

as  % 
of  BLM 

Wo r land 

3,002,652 

189,310 

171,062 

3,363,024 

18.7 

Lander 

2,007,686 

112,615 

19,032 

2,139,333 

11.9 

Rawlins 

2,985,379 

874,011 

30,571 

3,889,961 

21.6 

Rock  Springs 

2,835,756 

2,154,736 

226,723 

5,217,215 

29.1 

Pinedale 

862,281 

52,594 

29,196 

944,071 

5.3 

Casper 

2,217,033 

190,297 



2,407,330 

13.4 

Total 

13,910,787 

3,573,563 

476,584 

17,960,934 

100.0 

■'•Does  not  include:   954  acres  in  Kansas  and  7,684  acres  in  Nebraska 
administered  by  Casper  District;  11,583  acres  in  Idaho  administered 
by  Rock  Springs  District. 

Includes:   minor  Wyoming  BLM  acreages  administered  by  BLM  in  adjoin- 
ing states. 

2 
Named  for  town  in  which  District  Office  is  located. 

o 

Reserved  lands  are  dedicated  or  set  aside  for  a  specific  public 
purpose  or  program.   The  large  areas  in  the  Rawlins  and  Rock  Springs 
districts  are  mainly  lands  set  aside  due  to  potential  for  oil  shale 
development. 

Primarily  lands  set  aside  for  existing  and  potential  projects  of  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation. 


TABLE  3 

BLM  LANDS 
(Acres) 


National 

BLM  Lands 

Resource 

Reserved 
Lands 

Total 

County 

as  7o  of 

County 

Land  s 

BLM  Lands 

Area 

Cty  Area 

Albany 

284,382 

240 

284,622 

2,761,600 

10.3 

Big  Horn 

1,157,124 

34,851 

1 

,191,975 

2,033,280 

58.6 

Campbell 

218,027 

1,837 

219,864 

3,043,840 

7.2 

Carbon 

1,727,006 

406,427 

2 

,133,433 

5,114,240 

41.7 

Converse 

109,699 

20,498 

130,197 

2,741,120 

4.8 

Crook 

92,729 

837 

93,566 

1,854,080 

5.0 

Fremont 

1,992,130 

111,654 

2 

,103,784 

5,930,240 

35.5 

Goshen 

26,721 

-0- 

26,721 

1,430,400 

1.9 

Hot  Springs 

479,743 

3,325 

483,068 

1,294,080 

37.3 

Johnson 

457,674 

26,439 

484,113 

2,674,560 

18.1 

Laramie 

14,509 

-0- 

14,509 

1,731,200 

0.8 

Lincoln 

804,747 

177,820 

982,567 

2,625,280 

37.4 

Natrona 

1,266,549 

121,579 

1 

,388,128 

3,436,160 

40.4 

Niobrara 

123,942 

-0- 

123,942 

1,672,960 

7.4 

Park 

494,957 

112,936 

607,893 

3,349,110 

18.2 

Platte 

73,864 

-0- 

73,864 

1,357,430 

5.4 

Sheridan 

48,618 

1,234 

49,852 

1,620,480 

3.1 

Sublette 

1,003,029 

225,095 

1 

,228,124 

3,146,240 

39.0 

Sweetwater 

2,217,227 

2,160,320 

4 

,377,547 

6,706,560 

65.3 

Teton 

8,888 

164 

9,052 

1,838,720 

0.5 

Uinta 

371,736 

111,195 

482,931 

1,335,040 

36.2 

Washakie 

870,348 

48,317 

918,665 

1,447,680 

63.5 

Weston 

67,138 

8,795 

75,933 

1,541,120 

4.9 

Yellowstone 

Park2 







1,979,520 

-« 

Total3 

13,910,787 

3,573,563 

17 

,484,350 

62,664,940 

Reserved  lands  are  dedicated  or  set  aside  for  a  specific  public  purpose 
or  program. 

2 
Yellowstone  Park  is  located  in  Park  and  Teton  Counties. 

"Does  not  include:  954  acres  in  Kansas  and  7,684  acres  in  Nebraska 
administered  by  Casper  District;  488,167  acres  under  other  Federal 
ownership  that  are  totally  or  partially  administered  by  BLM. 


f  1 

1 


TABLE  4 

SELECTED  BLM  STATISTICS  FOR  KANSAS  AND  NEBRASKA 
(Fiscal  Year  1972) 

Type  of  Statistic  Kansas     Nebraska 

National  Resource  Land  (Acres)  954      7,684 

Receipts  (in  dollars) 

Mineral  Leases  &  Permits  $618,994    $64,507 
Sale  of  Land,  Timber  &  Materials 

Sec.  15  Grazing  Leases  21        875 

Fees  and  Commissions  70         91 

Rent  of  Land  --           35 

Total  $619,085    $65,508 

Allocation  of  Receipts  to  State  (in  dollars) 

Mineral  Leases  &  Permits  $173,772    $  1,731 

Sale  of  Land,  Timber  &  Materials 

Sec.  15  Grazing  Leases  11        438 

Total  $173,783    $  2,169 

Lands 

Patents  Issued  (Number)  --  12 

Patents  Issued  (Acres)  --  364 

Area  Classified  for  Recreation  and 
Public  Purposes  (Acres) 

Minerals 

Oil  and  Gas  Leases  Issued 
(Number) 
(Acres) 

Range  (Estimated  Use) 
Operators  (Number) 
Cattle  and  Horses  (Number) 
Sheep  and  Goats  (Number) 
Animal  Unit  Months  Used 
Area  Under  Lease  (Acres) 
Annual  Rental  (dollars) 

1 Administered  by  the  BLM' s  Wyoming  State  Office  through  the  Casper 
District. 

Animal  Unit  Month  (AUM) .   The  forage  required  to  sustain  a  mature 
cow  or  its  equivalent  for  one  month. 


8 

15 

754 

1,957 

5 

51 

1,517 

9,976 

-- 

70 

120 

1,528 

640 

3,849 

$ 

22 

$ 

805 

TABLE  5 

BLM  RECEIPTS  BY  SOURCE 
($000' s) 


Fiscal 
Year 

Mineral 
Leases  & 
Permits 

Sales 

of 
Land 

Sales  of 
Timber  & 
Materials 

Grazing 
Leases, 
Licenses 
&  Permits 

All 

Other 

Receipts 

Grand 
Total 

1972 

$53,067 

$  59 

$24 

$1 

,178 

$2,271 

$56,599 

1971 

58,062 

333 

14 

.  1 

,090 

1,934 

61,433 

1970 

51,041 

153 

77 

833 

2,407 

54,511 

1969 

47,226 

134 

26 

799 

2,418 

50,603 

1968 

42,441 

77 

15 

663 

1,529 

44,726 

1967 

40,481 

79 

18 

662 

1,075 

42,316 

1966 

39,573 

75 

22 

656 

1,565 

41,891 

1965 

40,493 

97 

16 

628 

1,031 

42,265 

1964 

39,451 

168 

12 

630 

819 

41,081 

1963 

37,721 

89 

48 

581 

776 

39,215 

1962 

36,249 

102 

38 

381 

713 

37,484 

1961 

34,906 

54 

17 

414 

590 

35,981 

1960 

33,339 

149 

32 

479 

431 

34,431 

"Includes  Fees  and  Commissions,  Rights  of  Way,  Rent  of  Land  and 
Other  sources. 


1 


CHART  1 

BLM  RECEIPTS  BY  SOURCE 

(100%  Pie  Chart) 


Grazing  Leases, 
Licenses  &  Permits 

2.1% 
Sales  of  Land,  Timber 
&  Materials  and  All 
Other  Receipts 

4.1% 


CHART  2 

ALLOCATION  OF  BLM  RECEIPTS  TO  STATE  OF  WYOMING 

(100%  Pie  Chart) 


Sales  of  Land  & 
Timber  and  Grazing 
—  Leases,  Licenses  & 
Permits 

1.1% 


FIGURE  1.   BLM  RECEIPT  DISTRIBUTION  AND  ALLOCATION  (PUBLIC- 'LANDS) 


Sec.  3 


Grazing 
Leases 
Licenses 
&  Permits «( 
(Taylor 
Grazing 
Act  of 
1934) 


Sec.  15 


f   Range 

Impv't.  Fee 
(Currently  33% 
of  the  total 
fee) 


*•  Grazing 
Fee  (67%) 


Range  Impv't 
Fee  (25%) 


'"•  Grazing 
Fee  (757.) 


Appropriated  by  Congress  to 
improve  the  range  in  the 
district  where  collected. 

12%%  returned  to  State  where 
collected.  Distributed  to 
counties  per  Wyoming 
■Statutes  9-571 ,  9-572. 

87%  deposited  in  P.  S, 
Treasury  In  General  Fund 
for  "rent  of  lands". 


Appropriated  by  Congress 
for  range  improvements. 


2/3  to  State.  Distributed 
to  counties  per  Wyoming 
Statute:.  9-570. 

1/3  deposited  in  U.  S. 
Treasury  in  General  Fund 
for  "rent  of  land". 


Minerals 
Leases  & 
Permits 

(Mineral  Leasing 
Act  of  1920) 


Distributed 
ion  pro- 


37%%  to  State 

to  school 

gram,  Wyo  Hig' 

Univ  of  Wyos  and  county 

of  origin 


10%  to  US  Trea 
52%%  to  Rec 


Gem 'I  Fund 
ion  Fund 


Sale  of 
Lands , 
Timber  & 
Materials 
(Materials  Act  of 
1947  as  amended) 


5%  to  State  (Common  school 
permanent  land  fund) . 

95%  to  Reclamation  Fund 


•'■The  current  regular  grazing  fee  for  lands  on  national  resource  lands 
is  78  cents  per  Animal  Unit  Month. 


TABLE  6 
ALLOCATION  OF  BLM  RECEIPTS  TO  STATE  OF  WYOMING 


Sales  of 

Mineral 

Grazing  Leases 

Fiscal 

Land 

Leases  and 

Licenses 

and  Permits 

Total 

Year 

and  Timber 

Permits 

Sec.  3 

Sec.  15 

1972 

$  3,313 

$19,821,760 

$70,655 

$147,493 

$20,043,221 

1971 

13,473 

21,721,413  . 

68,932 

117,927 

21,921,745 

1970 

9,180 

19,083,641 

49,468 

108,468 

19,251,205 

1969 

6,381 

17,660,165 

53,235 

78,030 

17,797,811 

1968 

3,714 

15,859,640 

41,806 

77,844 

15,983,004 

1967 

3,891 

15,095,536 

40,603 

82,826 

15,222,856 

1966 

3,884 

14,790,649 

41,255 

76,227 

14,912,015 

1965 

4,485 

15,118,846 

39,113 

75,863 

15,238,307 

1964 

7,223 

14,697,596 

39,878 

72,281 

14,816,978 

1963 

5,490 

14,066,013 

39,574 

55,618 

14,166,695 

1962 

5,637 

13,508,228 

26,710 

45,834 

13,586,409 

1961 

2,846 

13,019,773 

28,494 

52,225 

13,103,338 

1960 

7,210 

12,437,023 

33,704 

56,100 

12,534,037 
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TABLE  7 

FISCAL  YEAR  OPERATING  BUDGET 
($000' s) 


Activity 


1971 


1972 


1973 


Management  of  Lands  and  Resources 

Title,  Lease  and  Records  Service 

Lands  and  Minerals  Management 

Range  Management 

Forest  Management  (including  Forest 

Pest  Control) 

Forest  Development 

Watershed  Conservation  &  Development 

Fire  Protection  (presuppression) 

Recreation  Management^ 

3 
Wildlife  Habitat  Management 

Program  Services-5 

Cadastral  Survey 


307 

331 

623 

198 

226 

398 

295 

313 

154 

123 

68 

16 

10 

10 

,050 

725 

619 

71 

70 

63 

112 

36 

61 

-- 

80 

93 

289 

801 

1,081 

160 

84 

95 

Subtotal 


2,755    2,781 


3,026 


Construction  and  Maintenance 
Building  Construction 
Recreation  Construction 
Road  Construction 
Building  Maintenance 
Recreation  Operations  &  Maintenance 
Road  Maintenance  (including 
equipment  operation) 
Range  Improvement 


-- 

71 

9 

139 

293 

247 

13 

17 

14 

28 

30 

55 

100 

97 

122 

259 

364 

337 

Subtotal 


539 


872 


784 


Total 


3,294    3,653 


3,810 


From  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 

2 

Recreation  and  Wildlife  were  initially  in  one  category. 

Includes  general  administration,  office  lease,  office  management 
and  operation,  etc. 

4 
Title,  Lease  and  Records  Service  and  Lands  and  Minerals  Manage- 
ment were  combined  into  one  category. 
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TABLE  8 
PERMANENT  BLM  EMPLOYEES 


Office 


June  30,  1970 


June  30,  1971 


June  30,  1972 


Worland 
Lander 
Rawlins 
Rock  Springs 

Pinedale 
Casper 
State  Office 


24 
15 
17 
20 

17 
16 
82 


23 

16 

16 

22 

14 
17 
76 


22 

15 

17 
22 

15 
19 

75 


TOTAL 


191 


184 


185 


TABLE  9 

PERMANENT  BLM  EMPLOYEES 
BY  GENERAL  PROGRAM  TYPE 


Type 


June  30,  1972 


Executive  Program  Management 

Administration 

Clerical 

Natural  Resource  Specialists 

Range  Conservationists 

Recreation  Specialists 

Foresters 

Wildlife  Biologists 

Lands 

Minerals 

Engineering 

Public  Affairs 

TOTAL 


8 
11 

23 

39 

22 

7 

5 

5 

16 

29. 

19 

1 

185 
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FIGURE  2 
BLM'S  PLANNING  SYSTEM 
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EVALUATION 
&  REVISION 


Interpretation  of  National  goals,  policy  and  objec- 
tives as  applied  to  specific  situations  in  Wyoming 
to  provide  program  direction  and  emphasis. 


f  Economic  -  Analysis  of  state  and  local  needs  in  terms 
of  public  land  resources. 

Social   -  Analysis  of  other  planning  proposals,  dis- 
cussion of  agencies,  interest  groups,  users  and 
individuals  affected  by  public  resource  decisions. 

Physical  -  Inventory  of  the  basic  resources  and 

their  potential  for  development:   LANDS,  MINERALS, 
RECREATION,  LIVESTOCK  FORAGE,  WILDLIFE  HABITAT, 
AND  TIMBER  PRODUCTION, 


r  Resource  Recommendations  -  a  determination  of  the 
full  potential  of  each  resource. 

Identification  of  Conflicts  -  a  comparison  of  re- 
source recommendations  to  see  if  they  are  compatible. 

Conflict  Resolution  -  an  identification  of  manage- 
ment alternatives  through  analysis  of  social  and 
economic  factors;  national,  state  and  local  poli- 
cies; and  the  plans  or  responsibilities  of  other 
agencies,  users  and  local  governments. 

Public  Review  of  Alternatives. 

A  Management  Framework  Plan  that  is  responsive  to 
local,  state  and  national  interests, 

Coordinated  operating  plans  for  each  resource  with- 
in a  geographic  area. 


Multi-year  program  to  guide  budget  requests. 


Implementation  of  annual  work  plans. 

Evaluation  of  progress  toward  identified  objectives 
and  review  to  determine  needs  for  revision. 
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RESOURCES 


The  Resource  Management  programs  of  the  BLM  have  traditionally  been 
separated  into  seven  categories:   Lands,  Minerals,  Range,  Forestry, 
Watershed,  Recreation,  and  Wildlife.   The  material  in  this  section  will 
treat  each  resource  program  category  separately  with  a  brief  discussion 
of  the  program,  followed  by  tables  indicating  the  scope  of  that  program's 
activities  in  Wyoming, 


4>^    * 
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Lands 


National  resource  lands  have  for  many  years  been  conveyed  to  indivi- 
duals, organizations,  municipalities,  county  and  state  governments,  or 
reserved  for  programs  of  other  Federal  agencies.   The  availability  of  vast 
areas  of  land,  particularly  in  the  western  and  midwestern  states,  has  been 
a  major  factor  in  the  Nation's  growth.   Farms  and  ranches  were  developed, 
railroads  built,  and  National  Parks,  Forests  and  wilderness  areas  were 
carved  from  these  lands. 


Under  the  temporary  authority  of  the  Classification  and  Multiple  Use 
Act  of  1964,  blocks  of  predominantly  public  lands  were  classified  for 
retention  in  Federal  ownership  and  management  under  multiple  use  concepts. 
Lands  were  also  classified  for  transfer  of  ownership  to  meet  demands  for 
urban  expansion,  recreation  areas,  and  other  needs.   Although  the  oppor- 
tunity for  homesteading  is  generally  past,  local  needs  are  still  being 
met  from  the  national  resource  lands  through  the  exchange  of  lands, 
public  sales,  and  other  types  of  land  ownership  adjustments. 

The  lands  program  in  Wyoming  includes  planning,  classification  of 
public  lands,  land  title  records  maintenance,  and  the  granting  of  leases, 
rights-of-way,  and  special  land  use  permits.   The  objectives  of  the  pro- 
gram are:   to  support  other  resource  activities  of  the  Bureau  and  other 
Federal  agencies;  to  satisfy  State  indemnity  rights;  to  meet  the  land 
needs  of  State  and  local  governments  for  urban  development  and  other 
public  purposes;  and  to  provide  land  for  private  development  where  private 
ownership  would  serve  the  best  interest  of  the  public.   An  estimated  three 
quarters  of  the  work  in  1972  concerned  public  demands  for  land;  e.g. 
leases  and  permits  to  use  national  resource  lands,  and  patents  of  land 
for  specific  uses.   About  one-quarter  of  the  work  was  done  to  support 
other  resource  activities  of  BLM  and  other  Federal  agencies. 

Much  of  the  lands  program  concerns  operational  items  which  can  be 
listed  by  case  type.   In  1972,  429  individual  lands  cases  were  acted  on 
and  over  300  environmental  analyses  of  actions  were  prepared.   In  addi- 
tion, 162  rights-of-way  for  poweriines,  telephone  lines,  oil  and  gas 
pipelines,  etc.  were  issued  during  the  year  to  facilitate  the  development 
and  use  of  Wyoming  resources. 
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TABLE  10 
LANDS  CASEWORK  FY  1972 


Pend  ing 

New  or 

Pend  ing 

6-30-71 

Reactivated 

Closed 

6-30-72 

Homesteads 

1 

4 

3 

2 

Native  Allotments 

21 

20 

1 

Color  of  Title 

1 

2 

3 

Mining  Claim  Occupancy 

1 

2 

2 

1 

State  Grants 

24 

25 

7 

42 

Desert  Lands 

70 

26 

25 

71 

Recreation  &  Public  Purposes 

26 

15 

6 

35 

Small  Tract 

1 

1 

Rights-of-way 

58 

260 

269 

49 

Nonmineral  leases 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Nonmineral  Permits 

18 

18 

Public  Sales 

113 

40 

26 

127 

Public  Sales  ('64  Act) 

4 

2 

2 

Exchanges 

2 

6 

2 

6 

Other 

8 

25 

31 

2 

Withdrawals 

10 

12 

3 

19 

Restorations  &  Revocations 

24 

27 

7 

44 

TOTALS 


346 


488 


429 


405 


TABLE  11 
LANDS  CLASSIFIED1   FY  1972 


Type  of  Classification 


Actions 


Acres 


State  School  Indemnity 

Desert  Land 

Recreation  &  Public  Purposes 

Small  Tracts 

Public  Sale 

Exchange 


1 
4 
7 
1 
30 
4 


360 

360 

1,213 

8 

3,550 

10,391 


TOTAL 


47 


15,882 


^Classification  is  the  designation  and  notation  to  the  records,  of  lands  as 
being  valuable,  or  suitable  for  specific  purposes,  uses,  or  resources  under 
prescribed  authorities.   It  is  a  prerequisite  to  actual  lease  or  title 
transfer  of  lands  for  these  purposes. 
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TABLE  12 
LAND  LEASES  IN  FORCE 


FY  1972 


Type  of  Lease 

Number 

Acres 

Airport 
Public  Works 

3 

2 

860 

8 

Recreation  &  Public  Purposes 
State 
County 
City 

Non-profit  organizations 
School  Districts 
Sanitary  Landfill  Sites 

4 
6 
1 

'5 
3 

19 

924 
184 

37 
669 

17 
524 

Subtotal  (R&PP) 

38 

2355 

Small  Tract 
Water  Well 

11 
4 

32 
160 

TOTAL 


58 


3415 


TABLE  13 
SPECIAL  LAND  USE  PERMITS  IN  FORCE   FY  1972 


Without 

Rental1 

With 

Rental 

Total 

Total 

District 

Number 

Acres 

No. 

Acres 

Number 

Acres 

Worland 

8 

23,953 

20 

4,992 

28 

28,945 

Lander 

6 

10,082 

9 

2,061 

15 

12,143 

Rawlins 

10 

644 

21 

1,527 

31 

2,171 

Rock  Springs 

27 

1,873 

17 

22,268 

44 

24,141 

Pinedale 

4 

1,641 

7 

59 

11 

1,700 

Casper 

8 

2,131 

7 

54 

15 

2,185 

TOTAL 

63 

40,324 

81 

30,961 

144 

71,285 

■Special  Land  Use  Permits  without  rental  include  those  to  State  and 
Federal  Government  agencies,  University  of  Wyoming,  some  non-profit 
organizations  and  similar  entities, 

'Special  Land  Use  Permits  with  rental  include  those  to  individuals, 
corporations  and  other  entities  not  qualifying  for  use  without 
rental. 
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TABLE  14 


LAND  PATENTS   ISSUED 


FY  1966 

-1971 

FY 

1972 

Type 

Number 

Acres 

Number 

Acres 

Desert  Land 

44 

9,953 

2 

615 

Homestead 

5 

623 

1 

81 

Recreation  &  Public 
Purposes 

24 

2,891 

4 

1,409 

Public  Auction 

125 

22,853 

8 

466 

Mineral 

23 

8,697 

0 

0 

State  Indemnity 
Selection 

26 

12,189 

1 

360 

State  School  Land 
Grants 

10 

432,430 

9 

374,629 

Exchanges 

39 

26,633 

1 

10 

Indian  Allotments 

42 

4,207 

20 

1,981 

Reclamation  Sales 

158 

15,452 

42 

6,085 

TOTAL 

496 

535,928 

88 

385,636 

A  patent  is  the  document  which  conveys  legal  title  to  public  land, 

Confirmation  of  previous  grants  of  land  to  the  State  for  support 
of  schools. 

^Legal  title  to  public  land  is.  conveyed  in  exchange  for  a  deed 
to  private  or  state-owned  lands. 
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Minerals 

American  law  provides  for  fee-simple  ownership  of  land,  loosely 
defined  as  control  of  all  rights  to  the  property.   However,  title  between 
surface  and  subsurface  resources  has  been  divided  to  a  degree  few  people 
realize.   In  addition  to  the  mineral  jurisdiction  on  the  17.5  million 
acres  of  national  resource  lands  in  the  state,  an  estimated  13.5  million 
acres  have  been  patented  with  all  or  part  of  the  minerals  reserved  to  the 
government  and  the  mineral  estate  is  administered  by  BLM. 

Minerals  found  on  the  public  lands  may  be  categorized  based  on  the 
laws  under  which  they  may  be  acquired  or  developed: 

Locatable  -  Those  that  may  be  "staked"  and  claimed  under  the 
general  Mining  Law  of  1872.   These  are  primarily  metals  (gold,  silver, 
lead,  etc.),  but  include  also  some  nonmetallic  minerals  (fluorspar, 
asbestos,  mica,  uranium,  etc.). 

Salable  -  Those  that  may  be  sold  under  the  Materials  Sale  Act  of 
1947.   These  include  the  common  varieties  of  sand,  stone,  gravel,  etc. 

Leaseable  -  Those  that  may  be  leased  from  the  government  under 
the  Minerals  Leasing  Act  of  1920.   These  include  oil  and  gas,  oil  shale, 
coal,  phosphates,  etc. 

Under  the  general  Mining  Law,  the  land  surface  may  be  patented  to 
the  claimant  and  the  agency  has  little  or  no  control  over  extraction 
methods  or  their  effect  on  other  resources.   In  this  case,  the  indivi- 
dual may  enter  unreserved  national  resource  lands  to  look  for  minerals. 
He  may  stake  out  as  many  claims  as  he  chooses  and  he  has  limited  rights 
of  possession  as  long  as  he  diligently  seeks  to  find  minerals  on  the 
land. 

Under  the  Minerals  Leasing  Act  or  under  the  Material  Sale  Act, 
there  is  no  provision  for  patenting  the  surface  to  the  mineral  developer. 
The  agency  may  use  discretion  in  granting  or  refusing  to  grant  a  lease. 
The  effect  of  the  mining  operation  is  controlled  through  stipulations 
in  the  lease  or  material  sale. 

The  Wyoming  State  Open-cut  Land  Reclamation  Act  provides  for  re- 
habilitation of  mined  areas  by  requiring  a  permit  to  open  a  mine, 
approval  of  a  reclamation  plan  and  a  bond  ensuring  performance  of  the 
reclamation  work.   National  and  State  air  and  water  quality  control 
legislation  is  applicable  to  all  mining  activities  on  BLM  lands.   After 
BLM  issues  the  lease,  it  is  administered  by  U,  S.  Geological  Survey. 
The  two  agencies  maintain  close  coordination  to  ensure  compliance  with 
lease  stipulations  that  may  have  been  required,  including  surface  pro- 
tection measures  during  and  after  the  mining  operation. 

Mineral  production  from  public  domain  lands  in  Wyoming  represents 
a  major  portion  of  total  mineral  production  in  the  State.   Wyoming  leads 
the  Nation  in  the  production  of  bentonite,  ranks  fifth  in  oil,  seventh 
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in  natural  gas,  and  eleventh  in  coal  production.   Known  but  untapped  reserves 
of  oil,  natural  gas,  uranium  and  coal  make  it  one  of  the  potential  leaders 
in  energy  mineral  production.   Oil  shale,  an  increasingly  practical  source 
of  energy,  is  found  on  public  lands  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  State. 

Important  non-energy  minerals  include  trona  (sodium  products) , 
bentonite,  iron  and  jade* 


TABLE  15 
NUMBER  OF  MINERAL  LEASES  IN  FORCE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS  BY  FISCAL  YEAR 


Sodium 

and 

Fiscal  Year 

Oil 

&.   Gas 

Coal 

Phosph. 

ite 

Total 

FY 

1972 

37 

834 

88 

54 

37 

976 

FY 

1971 

38 

923 

87 

54 

39 

064 

FY 

1962 

39 

921 

42 

31 

39 

994 

10 

Yr„  Average 

1962  - 

1971 

36. 

577 

68 

49 

36 

627 

TABLE  16 
ACRES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  UNDER  MINERAL  LEASE  BY  FISCAL  YEAR 

Sodium  and 

Fiscal  Year      Oil  &  Gas      Coal      Phosphate  Total 

FY  1972         20,687,907     201,821      90,979  20,980,707 

FY  1971         21,073,268     201,861      90,978  21,366,107 

FY  1962         21,565,960      31,359      67,816  21,665,135 

10  Yr»  Average 

1962  -  1971    19,762,411     102,215      84,325  19,948,952 
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TABLE  17 


MINERAL  LEASES,  LICENSES  AND  PERMITS  ON  ACQUIRED, 
MILITARY  AND  OTHER  FEDERAL  LANDS  BY  FISCAL  YEAR 


Fiscal  Year 
1972 
1971 
1962 


10  Year  Average. 
1962  -  1971 


Oil  and  Gas 

~~"  "ToocT's 

Number  &-CTLeJL__. 

466  160.2 

471  163.5 

323  130.9 


Other  Minerals 
100Q,g 

Number   Acres 


408 


149.8 


14 

30 

1 

16 


9.2 
33.8 

.3 


20.2 


Total 

1000 ' s 
Number  Acres 


480 

169.4 

501 

197.3 

324 

131,2 

>24 


170.0 


Type  of  Mineral 
and  Lease 


TABLE  18 

MINERAL  LEASES  ISSUED,  FY  1972,  BY  TYPE 

Public  Lands 
1000 
Number    Acres     Number 


Acquired  Lands 


1000 's 

.Acres 


Total 

~~~ "ioob7! 

Number  Acres 


Oil  and  Gas 

Competitive 

40 

Noncompetitive 

4,379 

Coal 

Competitive 

0 

Noncompetitive 

0 

Total 


4,419 


2,i 


7.5 
$2.6 


0 

0 


2..  690.1 


0 
73 


0 

0 


73 


0 

34.3 


0 

0 


34.3 


f0 


7.5 


4,452  2,716.9 


0 
0 


0 
0 


4,492  2,724.2 


21 


0 

0 


TABLE  19 

MINERAL  PRODUCTION  FROM 
PUBLIC  LANDS  BY  FISCAL  YEAR 


Mineral 


Petroleum  (Barrels) 

Natural  Gas  (1000 's  cu.ft.) 

Gasoline  &  Liquid  Petroleum 
Gas  (Gallons) 

Coal  (Short  tons) 

Sodium  (Short  tons) 


10  Yr.  Average 

FY  1972 

FY  1971 

1962  -  1971 

80,855,546 

87,942,944 

82,490,319 

208,866,120 

177,872,165 

149,561,877 

235,416,209 

180,995,338 

152,488,111 

2,808,652 

2,826,043 

1,638,779 

.  1,509,788 

1,097,301 

605,317 

TABLE  20 

MINERAL  PRODUCTION  AND  ROYALTY  FOR  PUBLIC  AND 
ACQUIRED  LANDS,  FISCAL  YEAR  1972 


Mineral. 


Production 


Value 


Royalty 


Oil 

Gas 

Gasoline  &  LPG 

Sulphur 


81,023,100  bbls. 

209,805,620  mcf 

235,767,694  gals. 

19,306  tons 


$295,176,513 

33,471,061 
11,331,814 

328,899 

$340,308,287 


$32,547,657 
4,063,154 

525,975 

10,635 

$37,147,421 
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Range  Management 

Wyoming  is  one  of  the  largest,  range  livestock  producers  in  the 
Western  States,  rating  first  in  the  number  of  animal  units  authorized  to 
graze,  on  national,  resource  lands .   It  rates  second  in  the  sale  of  live- 
stock forage  and  third  in  acres  administered  and  number  of  operators 
receiving  grazing  authorizations  (licenses  and  leases). 

Range  forage  production  for  livestock  grazing  is  one  of  the  most 
significant  renewable  resources  of  the  national  resource  lands.   It  con- 
tributes to  the  economic  stability  of  over  2800  ranch  operations.   Most 
of  the  lands  administered  by  BLM  in  the  state  are  used  sometime  during 
the  year  by  domestic  livestock.   In  some  localities,  grazing  on  national 
resource,  lands  may  be  only  a  minor  part  of  total  ranch  operations,  while 
in  other  localities,  grazing  on  national  resource  lands  may  make  up  a 
bulk  of  the  operation,, 

Range  grazing  capacity  is  measured  in  terms  of  animal  unit  months 
(AIM),   This  is  the.  amount,  of  forage  required  for  one  cow  or  its  equiva- 
lent for  one  month.   The.  productivity  of  grazing  land  is  expressed  as 
the  number  of  acres  of  land  required  to  provide,  one  AUM  of  forage. 

To  prevent:  the  loss  of  capacity  of  the  land  to  produce  forage  for 
livestock,  and  to  obtain  maximum  sustained  forage  production,  allotment 
management  plans  (AMP)  are  cooperatively  developed  by  BLM  and  the  live- 
stock users »   An  AMP  is  a  plan  for  accomplishing  specific  objectives 
of  both  the.  Bureau  and  the  livestock  operator  through  a  prescribed 
schedule  of  grazing  and  deferment.   Currently,  there  are  66  AMPs, 
covering  over  2  million  acres,  in  operation.   Eleven  additional  AMPs 
are  developed  awaiting  implementation. 

There  are  two  basic  types  of  authorizations  to  graze  the  national 
resource  lands*   The  first  is  a  license  or  permit  under  Section  3  of 
the  Taylor.  Grazing  Act  of  1934,  which  established  Grazing  Districts. 
Preference  is  given  to  livestock  operators  who  established  dependency 
by  use  of  the  national  resource  lands  prior  to  passage  of  the  Act. 
An  annual  fee  (presently  78  cents  per  AUM)  is  charged  for  the  use  of 
forage  within  these.  "Grazing  Districts". 

The  second  type  of  authorization  provides  for  grazing  of  lands  out- 
side established  "Grazing  Districts"  through  lease.   Operators  are 
qualified  under  Section  15  of  the   Act  for  public  land  grazing  by  the 
ability  to  show  a  need  for  and  make  proper  use  of  the  land,  plus  the 
location  of  private  lands  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  national 
resource  lands.   "Section  15"  lands  are  generally  those  scattered  pub- 
lic Lands  intermingled  with  private  and  state  lands.   Fees  for  use  of 
Section  15  lands  are  also  based  on  the  grazing  capacity  and  are  cur- 
rently 78  cents  per  AUM„ 

In  addition  to  authorized  livestock  grazing,  there  are  an  esti- 
mated 4300  free-roaming  horses  and  burros  grazing  national  resource 
lands  in  the  state. 
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Detailed  inventories  and  trie  processing  of  valid  claims  of  owner- 
ship may  reduce  these  numbers  after  final  implementation  of  the  proposed 
regulations  for  wild  horse  management, 

TABLE  21 

ESTIMATED  NUMBERS  OF  FREE -ROAMING  HORSES 
AND  BURROS  ON  NATIONAL  RESOURCE  LANDS 


District 


Horses 


Burros 


Worland 

Lander 

Rawlins 

Rock  Springs 

Pinedale 

Casper 


197 

305 

1,235 

2,364 

160 
50 


20 


TOTAL 


311 


20 


■L-< 


TABLE  2  2 

SECTION  3  AND  SECTION  15  LAND  AR] 
(By  County) 


1 


Acres 
National  Resource  Lands 


Total 


County 


Sec, 


See  15 


Albany 

Big  Horn 

Campbell 

Carbon 

Converse 

Crook 

Fremont 

Goshen 

Hot  Springs 

Johnson 

Laramie 

Lincoln 

Natrona 

Niobrara 

Park 

Platte 

Sheridan 

Sublette 

Sweetwater 

Teton 

Uinta 

Washakie 

Weston 


TOTAL 


5,330 
1,191,975 

2,046,062 


2,040, 763 
431,607 


978,016 
266,630 

269,484 


1,228,124 

4,377,547 

414,328 
904,024 


14,153,890 


279,292 

219,864 
87,371 

130,197 
93,566 
63,021 
26,721 
51,461 

484,113 

14,509 

4,551 

,121,498 

123,942 

338,409 
73,864 
49,852 


9,052 
68,603 
14,611 

75,933 


3,330,460 


284,622 

1,191,975 

219,864 

2,133,433 

130,197 

93,566 

2,103,784 

26,721 

483,068 

484,113 

14,509 

982,567 

1,388,128 

123,942 

607,893 

73,864 

49,852 

1,228,124 

4,377,547 

9,052 

482,931 

918,665 

75,933 


17,484,350 


Section  3  and  Section  15  refer  to  specific,  sections  of  the  Taylor 
Grazing  Act  of  1934. 
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TABLE  23 


ESTIMATED  USE  OF  SECTION  3  LANDS 
(Grazing  Year  1971) 2 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Authorized  Active 

District 

Operators 

Cattle  &.   Horses 

Sheep 

Use  in  AUM's 

Worland 

411 

61,695 

246,810 

243,756 

Lander 

165 

44,518 

71,665 

280,398 

Rawl  ins 

271 

61,862 

373,994 

368,724 

Rock  Springs 

347 

48,796 

282,674 

376,826 

Pinedale 

130 

•  69,347 

11,989 

90,913 

Casper 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

Total 

1,324 

286,218 

987,132 

1,360,617 

^Section  3  of  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934. 
o 
Grazing  year  is  from  March  1  to  February  28  of  the  following  year. 


TABLE  24 

ESTIMATED  USE  OF  SECTION  15  LANDS' 
(Calendar  Year  1972) 


Numt 

>er  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Authorized  Active 

District 

Operators 

Cattle  &  Horses 

Sheep 

Use  in  AUM's 

Worland 

146 

15,000 

35,000 

52,243 

Lander 

63 

1,280 

-0- 

11,530 

Rawlins 

254 

109,680 

131,021 

63,875 

Rock  Springs 

62 

10,500 

35,500 

9,300 

Pinedale 

10 

879 

-0- 

942 

Casper 

1, 

216 

•   352,959 

686,020 

500,000 

Total 

1, 

751 

490,298 

887,541 

637,890 

1Section  15  of  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934. 
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TABLE  26 

IMPLEMENTED  ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLANS 
(June  30,  1972) 


Number  of 
Plans 

Acreage 

District 

BLM 

Other 

Total 

Wo r land 

30 

451,647 

178,575 

630,222 

Lander 

8 

111,716 

26,040 

137,756 

Rawlins 

12 

■   337,819 

166,508 

501,145 

Rock  Springs 

4 

340,939 

19,441 

360,380 

Pinedale 

8 

■   317,864 

61,085 

378,949 

Casper 

4 

39,931 

39,995 

79,926 

TOTALS 

66 

1,599,916 

491,644 

2,088,378 

Plans  for  the  grazing  use  of  defined  areas  of  public  lands  designed 
to  accomplish  specific  objectives  of  both  the  BLM  and  the  livestock 
operator  through  systemized  grazing  management. 


TABLE  27 

ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLANS  COMPLETED  BUT  NOT  IMPLEMENTED1 

(June  30,  1972) 


Number  of 
Plans 

Acreage 

District 

BLM 

Other 

Total 

Wo r land 

2 

41,657 

3,340 

44,997 

Lander 

3 

24,350 

7,682 

32,032 

Rawlins 

1 

26,228 

62 

26,290 

Rock  Springs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pinedale 

3 

26,447 

2,780 

29,227 

Casper 

2 

17,768 

20,665 

38,433 

TOTALS 

11 

136,450 

34,529 

170,979 

Plans  for  the  grazing  use  of  defined  areas  of  public  lands  designed 
to  accomplish  specific  objectives  of  both  the  BLM  and  the  livestock 
operator  through  systemized  grazing  management. 
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Forestry 

The  most  recent  complete  information  on  forest  inventory  for  BLM 
lands  was  derived  in  1965  as  shown  in  the  Table  below.  A  reinventory 
is  currently  in  process  with  completion  programmed  for  1974. 

The  forestry  program  emphasis  has  shiften  from  the  exclusive  pro- 
duction objectives  to  consideration  of  forest  land  values  for  recreation, 
wildlife  habitat,  watershed  enhancement  and  aestheticst   The  production 
program  will  be  maintained  at  a  level  to  accommodate  local  demands  for 
lumber,  posts,  poles,  firewood  and  Christmas  trees. 

In  developing  management  plans  to  meet  these  objectives,  special 
attention  will  be  given  to  those  practices  which  reduce  pest  and  dis- 
ease problems  while  striving  to  achieve  thrifty,  vigorous  forest  stands. 


TABLE  28 

ESTIMATED  AREA  AND  PRODUCING  CAPACITY 
OF  FOREST  AND  WOODLANDS1 


Commercial 

Standing 

Annual  Prod. 

Woodland 

Forest  Land 

Total 

Volume  in 

Capacity  in 

District 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

MBF3 

MBF 

Wo  r land 

147,000 

37,000 

184,000 

165,000 

2,500 

Lander 

13,000 

21,000 

34,000 

66,000 

lr200 

Rawlins 

198,000 

15,000 

213,000 

20,000 

1,000 

Rock  Springs 

140,000 

21,000 

161,000 

25,000 

500 

Pinedale 

48,000 

48,000 

344,000 

3,400 

Casper 

99,000 

96,000 

195,000 

466,000 

6,000 

TOTAL 

597,000 

238,000 

835,000 

1,086,000 

14,600 

■''Based  on  1965  forest  inventory  as  amended. 

o 
Commercial  forest  land  is  land  growing  stands  of  forest  trees  which 

possess  present  or  potential  merchantable  value. 

■%BF  is  one  thousand  board  feet.   The  board  foot  is  a  unit  of  lumber 
measurement  1  foot  long,  1  foot  wide,  and  1  inch  thick,  or  its 
equivalent. 

T'The  amount  of  wood  fiber  which  forest  land  is  capable  of  growing. 
Based  on  commercial  forest  land  only. 
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Watershed 

The  watersheds  managed  by  BLM  consist  of  17.5  million  acres,  or 
nearly  287«  of  the  State's  total  land  area,   Approximately  5  million  of 
these  acres  are  considered  highly  erosive  and  identified  as  frail  lands. 

Seven  rivers  feeding  four  major  river  systems  have  their  head- 
waters in  Wyoming  and  contribute  either  clear  water  or  sediment  and 
dissolved  solids  to  those  rivers  depending  on  the  condition  of  the 
watersheds  in  their  drainage  systems. 

BLM's  watershed  management  program  is  designed  to  stabilize  soil, 
protect  and  enhance  water  yield,  and  reduce  flood  and  sediment  damage. 
Practices  include  contour  furrowing,  pitting,  revegetation,  detention 
and  diversion  dams  and  water  spreading  dikes  in  topographically  favor- 
able areas „ 

Early  efforts  in  watershed  stabilization  were  primarily  dependent 
upon  mechanical  treatment  such  as  earth  structures.  Later  efforts  have 
tended  toward  mere  intensified  management  of  grazing  and  other  uses  of 
the  land.  Grazing  animals,  when  their  use  is  managed  to  complement  the 
growth  requirements  of  the  plants,  are  an  excellent  tool  to  improve  the 
plant  cover  needed  for  watershed  protection, 

BLM  is  conducting  an  extensive  inventory  of  watershed  condition 
and  potential;  however,  adequate  soil  survey  information  is  lacking  on 
much  of  the  national  resource  lands. 

Range  Improvement 

A  percentage  (see  page  9)  of  the  annual  grazing  fee  paid  by 
licensees  is  returned  to  the  district  in  which  it  was  collected.   These 
funds  are  expended  for  range  improvements  and  maintenance  of  existing 
projects* 

Range  improvement  projects  include  rangeiand  seeding,  water 
developments  -  reservoirs,  springs,  pipelines,  troughs,  etc.,  and 
range  fencing.   Often  trails  are  constructed  to  facilitate  livestock 
movements. 


30 


TABLE  29 
WATERSHED  CONSERVATION  AND  RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


Type  of  Completed  Completed 

Investment  Fiscal  Year  1972  To  Date 

1 

Vegetation  Manipulation  336,289  ac. 

Q 

Watershed  Tillage1"-  .  —  27,814  ac. 

Fences  127  mi.  4,458  mi. 

Water  Control  Structures  60,903  cu.  yds.   4,065,341  cu.  yds 

Reservoirs  76  ea.  2,9.15  ea . 

Springs  19  ea.  235  ea . 

Wells  25  ea,  422  ea . 

Water  Catchments^  --  148  ea . 

Supplemental  Water-' 

Facilities  39  ea.  77  ea. 

Truck  &  Stock  Trails  --  1,058  mi. 

Phase  I  Watershed  Planning     4,845,000  ac .       11,366,000  ac . 


Sagebrush  spraying  and  plowing  to  increase  the  development  of  grasses 

"'Contour  furrows,  pitting,  etc.,  to  assist  the  soil  in  retaining 
water. 

3 

■■'Flood  control  structures  generally  larger  than  10,000  cubic 

yards  each, 

4 
To  collect  water  in  local  areas  that  would  otherwise  run  off. 

e 
To  move  developed  water  to  areas  of  need. 

A  uniform  inventory  system  to  allow  standard  comparisons  between 
districts  and  states  and  facilitate  decisions  relative  to  water- 
development  . 
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Recreation 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  administers  national  resource  lands  in 
Wyoming  which  have  a  wide  range  of  recreation  use  opportunities.   These 
include  hunting,  fishing,  camping,  picnicking,  rock  hounding,  sightseeing, 
photography,  off-road  vehicle  use,  canoeing,  river  floating  and  many  others. 

The  landscape  of  the  state  includes  forested  mountains,  deserts,  foot- 
hills, grasslands,  rivers  and  lakes .   Unique  geological  formations  include 
sand  dunes,  bad  lands,  granitic  domes,  deeply  eroded  canyons,  buttes,  caves 
and  meandering  rivers  abound  throughout  the  state. 

Intensive  cultural  values. can  be  found  throughout  the  BLM  districts. 
Approximately  260  miles  of  the  Oregon  Trail  cross  BLM  managed  lands.   The 
Oregon  Trail  is  one  of  the  most  important  historical  transportation  routes 
associated  with  exploration  and  settlement  of  the  west.   Other  historical 
trails  include  the  Pony  Express  route,  Bozeman  Trail  and  Overland  Trail. 
BLM  is  trying  to  preserve  portions  of  the  South  Pass  historic  mining  area. 
The  South  Pass  area  surrounds  the  historic  (1867)  mining  towns  of  South 
Pass  City,  Atlantic  City,  Miners  Delight  and  the  site  of  Fort  Stambaugh 
(1870-1878)  and  is  located  25  miles  southeast  of  Lander.   Evidence  of 
ancient  historical  Indian  cultures  have  been  identified  at  numerous  arche- 
ological  sites.   Protection  will  be  planned  at  such  areas  until  interpre- 
tive exhibits  and  management  can  be  provided, 

Wildlife  is  plentiful  on  the  national  resource  lands  in  Wyoming, 
Non-consumptive  use  of  this  resource  such  as  wildlife  observations  and 
photography  is  a  popular  recreation  pastime,, 

Several  areas  in  the  state  with  relatively  undisturbed  natural,  wild 
or  undeveloped  resource  significance  have  been  identified  as  possible 
primitive  areas.   These  areas  will  be  inventoried  and  if  feasible  will  be 
designated  as  primitive  or  natural  areas. 

Off-road  vehicle  use  is  a  popular  recreational  activity  on  the 
national  resource  lands,,   Snowmobiling  use  is  intensive  during  winter 
months.,   Dune  buggies,  motor  cycles  and  four-wheel  drives  frequent  the 
lands  during  spring,  summer  and  fallo 

The  BLM' s  outdoor  recreation  management  program  consists  essentially 
of  providing  recreation  facilities,  information  and  resources  for  recrea- 
tion use.   Lack  of  funding  and  personnel  has  limited  recreation  facilities 
development,  planning  and  protection  of  the  natural  and  cultural  resources. 
Recreation  facilities  are  limited  to  11  campgrounds  and  2  picnic  areas. 

The  Johnny  Horizon  program,  a  public  education  effort  to  control 
and  prevent  littering,  encourages  public  participation  in  keeping  the 
national  public  land  clean,   Wyoming  residents  and  visitors  have  joined 
this  effort  to  help  clean  up  the  countryside  and  halt  littering. 
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TABLE  31 

ESTIMATED  RECREATION  VISITS  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS 
ADMINISTERED  BY  BLM,  FISCAL  YEAR  1972 


Developed 

Undeveloped 

Other 

Total 

Type  of  Use 

Sit  eS 

Sites 

Areas 

Visits 

Camping 

4,100 

3 ,  200 

1 7 , 000 

24,300 

Fishing 

16,000 

2,600  . 

137,000 

155,600 

Hunting 

-- 

— 

230,000 

230,000 

Picnicking 

43,000 

4,300   ■ 

49,000 

96,500 

Sight  seeing 

3,500 

3,700 

2,042,000 

2,049,200 

Water  Sports 

— 

37,000 

37,000 

Winter  Sports 

_. 

58,000 

38,000 

Other  Uses 

... 

__ 

315,000 

315,000 

Total  Visits 

66,600 

14,500 

2,88  5,000 

2,966,100 

TABLE  52 

BLM  ADMINISTERED 

[TES  AND 

FY  1972 


RECREATION  SITES  AND  FACILITIES 


Family  Units 


P 

icnic 

Trailer 

District. 

Sites 

Camping 

(d 

ay  use) 

Space 

Wor land 

l 

6 

6 

0 

Landt:  r 

3 

2  5 

27 

10 

Rawl ins 

2 

18 

22 

18 

Rock  Springs 

2 

18 

18 

0 

Pmedale 

1 

23 

23 

23 

Casper 

1 

8 

8 

0 

TOTAL. 

11 

98 

104 

51 

No  fees  are  charged  for  use  of  BLM  administered  recreation  sites 
in  Wyoming. 
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Wildlife 

The  lands  managed  by  BLM  have  always  been  the  home  of  many  species  of 
wildlife,,   In  many  cases,  these  lands  provide  only  seasonal  forage,  with 
other  federal,  state  and  privately  owned  lands  providing  habitat  for  the 
rest  of  the  year.   BLM  lands  however,  are  often  essential  to  the  year-long 
requirements  of  the  animals  by  providing  habitat  through  the  critical  winter 
months. 

In  wildlife  numbers,  Wyoming  rates  high;  having  the  largest  herds  of 
antelope  in  the  world  and  the  largest  numbers  of  sage  grouse.   These  are 
primarily  on  public  lands.   With  the  exception  of  Alaska,  Wyoming  has  the 
largest  numbers  of  bighorn  sheep,  and  also  rates  near  the  top  with  deer, 
elk  and  moose.   There  are  also  significant  populations  of  ether  upland  game- 
birds  and  waterfowl  spending  part  of  the  year  on  BLM.  lands.   There  are 
excellent  fisheries  on  national  resource  lands  providing  28,000  visitor  days 
of  fishing  in  1972.   In  cooperation  with  the  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Depart- 
ment, BLM  is  providing  public  access  to  these  areas. 

Non- consumptive  enjoyment  of  non-game  wildlife  species  is  a  significant 
and  growing  attraction.   It  has  been  reported  that  Wyoming  has  more  eagles 
during  the  winter  months  than  any  other  western  state. 

While  the  grizzly  bear  is  probably  the  best  known  animal  listed  among 
the  rare  and  endangered  species  found  on  public  lands  in  Wyoming,  the  list 
includes  the  spotted  bat,  black  footed  ferret,  prairie  and  American  pere- 
grine falcons,  greater  sandhill  crane,  Tule  white- fronted  goose,  Lahontan 
cutthroat  trout,  Colorado  River  squawfish,  humpback  sucker  and  humpback 
Chub.   General  species  which,  haven't  been  listed  yet,  but  are  considered 
to  be  special  are  the  southern  bald  eagle,  northern  swift  fox,  Colorado 
River  cutthroat  trout  and  the  timber  wolf.   Other  species,  identified  by 
the  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department  as  being  rare  or  endangered  species 
for  Wyoming,  are  found  on  the  national  resource  lands, 

BLM's  responsibility  is  one  of  managing  the  habitat,  to  provide  food, 
cover  and  other  requirements  of  game,  small  animals,  birds  and  other  ani- 
mal life.   The  management  of  game  animals,  birds  and  fish,  including 
harvest,  licensing,  propagation  and  manipulation  of  numbers  and  species, 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  State. 

With  large  numbers  of  wildlife,  high  hunting  demands  and  increasing 
interest  in  non-consumptive  uses,  the  wildlife  habitat  on  the  public  land 
and  its  proper  management  are  becoming  increasingly  important. 
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TABLE  33 

ESTIMATED  WILDLIFE  POPULATIONS  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS" 

FY  1972 


District 

Antelope 

Black 
Bear 

Deer 

Elk 

Moose 

Bighorn 
Sheep 

Wo r land 

3,500 

50 

15,100 

v3,000 

50 

50 

Lander 

15,000 

30 

7,000 

3,700 

200 

1,350 

Rawlins 

22,977 

30 

18,169 

1,696 

— 

40 

Rock  Springs 

13,000 

-- 

15,000 

7,000 

150 

—  ■» 

Pinedale 

3,200 

50 

12,000 

5,000 

600 

_  m 

Casper 

35,000 

25 

30,600 

1,100 

-- 

5 

TOTAL 

92,677 

185 

97,869 

21,496 

1,000 

1,445 

TABLE  34 

ESTIMATED  WILDLIFE  HARVEST  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS : 

FY  1972 


District 

Antelope 

Black 
Bear 

Deer 

Elk 

Moose 

Bighorn 
Sheep 

Worland 

450 

20 

1,520 

500 

10 

Lander 

1,919 

4 

1,528 

356 

25 

20 

Rawlins 

4,314 

2 

2,664 

136 

—  — 

Rock  Springs 

1,680 

__ 

4,000 

600 

20 

Pinedale 

950 

8 

1,600 

350 

130 

■  _ 

Casper 

6,700 

2 

7,100 

150 

-- 



TOTAL 

16,013 

36 

18,412 

2,092 

185 

20 

Using  national  resource  lands  at  some  time  during  the  year. 
These  are  optimum  harvest  figures  from  BLM  managed  lands. 
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SUPPORT 

Some  of  the  major  activities  that  support  the  resource  programs  are 
Cadastral  Survey,  Fire  Protection,  Road  and  Trail  Construction  and  Main- 
tenance, and  Buildings  and  Yards  Construction  and  Maintenance. 

Cadastral  Survey  provides  the  identification  of  Federal  lands  on 
the  ground  and  their  legal  description  for  records.   It  creates  original 
boundary  lines  and  provides  for  the  recovery  of  original  boundary  lines 
which  have  been  lost.   Included  in  this  work  is  the  preparation  of  survey 
plats  from  field  notes.   Survey  authority  extends  to  all  public  land  and 
to  other  Federally  controlled  or  intermingled  land.   Original  surveys 
were  completed  on  about  507=  of  the  area  of  Wyoming  by  1910. 

Many  of  the  original  stone  and  wood  survey  corners  dating  back  to 
the  1870' s  have  been  lost.   In  some  cases,  the  markers  were  never  install- 
ed, and  the  surveying  and  monumentation  was  fraudulently  reported  under 
the  old  contract  survey  system.   A  major  portion  of  the  Cadastral  Survey 
program  is  devoted  to  establishing  or  reestablishing  section  corners  and 
township  lines.   Some  16  million  of  the  State's  62  million  acres  have 
been  acceptably  surveyed  with  steel  post  monuments. 

About  3  million  acres,  primarily  in  the  National  Parks  and  National 
Forests  have  never  been  surveyed.   Since  these  lands  are  no  longer  avail- 
able for  disposition  under  the  land  laws,  it  is  dbubtful  that  exact 
interior  divisions  need  to  be  delineated. 

BLM  is  responsible  for  protecting  its  lands  from  fire.   It  does 
this  through  the  use  of  its  own  crews  and  equipment  as  well  as  through 
contractual  arrangements  with  other  State  and  federal  agencies.   The 
interchange  of  men  and  equipment  with  other  state  BLM  offices  and  with 
other  federal  agencies  provides  the  support  to  control  large  fires. 

Roads  and  Trail  Construction  and  maintenance  provides  the  design, 
construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  and  trails  for  access  to  BLM  admin- 
istered public  lands.   The  primary  purpose  of  the  Roads  and  Trails 
program,  is  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  use  of  the  public  land 
resources  and  to  increase  the  safety  and  enjoyment  of  the  public  using 
the  roads. 

Of  the  more  than  7100  miles  of  road  on  BLM's  Wyoming  Transportation 
Plan,  approximately  half  is  considered  primary  road  and  the  remainder 
secondary.   Primary  roads  are  those  having  some  type  of  shaped  road  sur- 
face with  at  least  minimum  drainage  facilities.   Secondary  roads  are 
generally  unimproved . 

Approximately  700  miles  of  road  are  maintained  annually.   Those 
roads  receiving  the  heaviest  use  are  maintained  every  2-3  years. 

One  of  BLM's  two  sign  shops  is  in  the  Rawlins  District,  which  fur- 
nishes specialty  signs,  location  and  direction  signs  for  BLM  offices  in 
Idaho,  Montana,  Colorado  and  Wyoming. 
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The  Buildings  and  Yards  Construction  and  Maintenance  program  pro- 
vides and  maintains  adequate  facilities  for  office,  warehouse,  mainten- 
ance and  repair,  and  parking  or  outside  storage  space  to  effectively 
carry  out  the  various  BLM  programs. 

National  resource  lands  provide  many  opportunities  for  learning 
in,  and  learning  about,  the  out-of-doors.   Environmental  Study  Areas 
are  being  identified  and  developed  through  the  Youth  Conservation  Corps 
program.   In  cooperation  with  State  agencies  and  school  districts,  BLM 
is  making  these  areas  available  for  environmental  education  programs. 


M^\ 


tfMFERlNCn    MAT  1  ON  A  L 


RESOURCE.     LANDS 
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TABLE  35 

Cadastral  Survey  Program  Situation 
(Acres) 


Area  of  Original  Surveys  59,318,300  Acres 

Area  Unsurveyed  2,891,620 

Inland  Water  (unsurveyed)  445, 0403 

Total  Area  of  State  62,664,960  Acres 

o 

Area  Acceptably  Surveyed  16,000,000 

Area  to  Remain  Unsurveyed  2,891,620 

Area  of  Non-Federal  Ownership  32,546,410 

Subtotal  51,438,030  Acres 

Total  Area  of  State  62,664,960  Acres 
Area  Already  Surveyed  or 

Not  to  be  Surveyed  -51,438,030 

Balance  to  Resurvey  11,226,930  Acres 


Interior  townships  of  large  blocks  of  withdrawn  lands  under 
administration  of  a  single  Federal  agency.   For  the  foresee- 
able future  there  would  be  little  or  no  need  for  sectional 
division  of  these  townships. 

2 
Primarily  those  are  surveyed  areas  monumented  with  steel 

posts. 

This  figure  is  not  entirely  correct  since  some  of  what  is 
now  inland  water  (reservoirs,  etc.)  were  surveyed  before 
they  were  inundated. 
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TABLE  36 

Cadastral  Survey  Accomplishments" 
on  Federal  Lands 


D 


Accomplished  EY  1972 

Acceptable  Surveys   . 
Accomplished  to  Date 

Balance  Remaining 
to  be  Done 


Miles  of  Original 
Survey  or  Resurvey 


221 
164,221 
200,369 


Number  of 
Monuments 


805 
342,305 
407,505 


No  accurate  count  of  miles  or  monuments  is  available  for  surveys  before 
1968.   Estimates  are  based  on  recent  mile  and  monument  to  acre  relation- 
ship. 

Count  based  on  Special  Analytic  Study  -  1968. 

■^Number  of  miles  and  monuments  have  been  used  in  recent  years  as  units 
for  measuring  work-load  and  accomplishment.   Acres  are  much  less  des- 
criptive of  actual  accomplishment.   For  example,  640  acres  would  be 
reported  whether  only  the  exterior  boundaries  of  a  section  were  resur- 
veyed,  or  whether  the  section  were  subdivided  into  40  acre  tracts. 


TABLE  37 
BLM  ROAD  SYSTEM1 


Miles  of  Road 

Total  Miles  of  Road 

Miles  Maintained 

District 

on  BLM  Lands 

in  Transportation  Plan 

FY  1972 

Worland 

1,134 

1,409 

110 

Lander 

802 

1,019 

119 

Rawlins 

1,147 

1,594 

274 

Rock  Springs 

782 

1,040 

89 

Pinedale 

866 

866 

100 

Casper 

675 

1,209 

0 

TOTAL 

5,406 

7,137 

692 

Includes  some  primary,  secondary  and  county  roads  because  BLM  is  required 
to  tie  into  Federal  or  State  road  systems. 
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TABLE  38 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Calendar 

Year 

5-Year 

Item                            1971 

1972 

Average 

Number  of  fires 

Man  Caused                        21 
Lightning                         ]_7 
Other  or  unknown                   20 

11 
38 

5 

11 

16 

8 

35 

Total                             58 

54 

Size  of  fire 

Number  10  ac.  or  smaller            54 
Number  10  to  100  acres               o 

43 

7 

29 
3 
3 

Number  100  acres  or  larger           4 

2 

Acres  Burned 

1 
Trespass  Actions 

Number  of  actions 

Bollars  collected 

Fire  Fighting  Costs 
Total  dollars 
Total  man  months 


1,319 


$  25,766 


$125,968 
114 


950 


Not  avail. 
Not  avail.2 


1,690 


Not  available 


138,793 
Not  available 


Trespass  is  the  unauthorized  use  of  Federal  lands  and/or  resources. 
An  unauthorized  man-caused  fire  on  public  land  that  either  originated 
there  or  crossed  over  from  private  land  is  a  trespass. 
2 
Total  costs  and  man  months  are  not  available  until  April  1  of  the 
year  following  the  fire  year. 
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TABLE  39 

PRIMARY  ROADS  IN  TRANSPORTATION  PLAN 
REQUIRING  EASEMENTS  AS  OF  JANUARY  1,  1972 


■P- 

U3 


Roads  Requir 

ing  Easements 

Easements 

Required 

Easements 

»  Acquired 

District 

No. 

Total 

BLM 

Private 

Number 

Miles 

Numb  er 

Miles^ 

Worland 

46 

700 

548 

152 

118 

135 

20 

25 

Lander 

18 

414 

315 

99 

59 

91 

8 

10 

Rawlins 

36 

550 

278 

271 

122 

254 

5 

7 

Rock  Springs 

44 

745 

494 

251 

130 

251 

0 

0 

Pinedale 

23 

191 

145 

46 

41 

46 

0 

0 

Casper 

18 

186 

87 

99 

41 

99 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

184 

2,786 

1,867 

918 

511 

876 

33 

42 

Roads  in  the  transportation  plan  which  require  right-of-way  easements  over  some  part  of 
their  length;  number  and  miles. 

"Approximate. 


PLANNING  COORDINATION  STAFF 

ROBERT  T.  BROWNE,  cm  ef 
EXTENSION  2358 


Jt 


DIVISION  OF  RESOURCES 

NYLES  L.  HUMPHREY,  chief 
EXTENSION  2425 


j: 


IWORLAND  DISTRICT   I 
OFFICE 

RICHARD  E  CLEVELAND 

Dl STRI CT  MANAGER 
P.O.  BOX  119 

1700  robertson   ave. 
worland,    wy  82401 
phone   347-3213 
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I  DIVISION  OF  TECHNICAL  SERVICES! 

JOHN  T.  WASSERBURGER,  chi.ef 
EXTENSION  2455 


'LANDER  DISTRICT  I 
OFFICE 

FRANK  B  PALLO 

Dl STRI CT  MANAGER 

P.O.  BOX  589 
LANDER,  WY  82520 

phone  332-4220 


T 


Irawlins  district  i 

OFFICE 

CLAUDE  A  MARTIN 

Dl STRI CT  MANAGER 

P.O.  BOX  670 
1300  3RD  STREET 
RAWLINS,  WY  82301 

PHONE  324-2795 


I 


OFFICE  OF  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS 

ELWIN  H.  PRICE,  public  affairs  officer 
EXTENSION  2384 


JL 


■division  of  management  services 

MARLON  C    OSBORNE,    cm  ef 
EXTENSION   2354 


'ROCK  SPRINGS        I 
DIST.   OFFICE 

NEIL  F  MORCK  ' 

Dl STRI CT  MANAGER 

P.O.  BOX  1088 
ROCK  SPRINGS, 

WY  82901 
phone   362-6613 


T 


IPINEDALE  DISTRICT  I 
OFFICE 

HUGH  A  WALL 

Dl STRI CT  MANAGER 
D.0.  BOX  768 

molyneux  building 
pinedale,  ay  82941 
phone  367-4358 


'CASPER  DISTRICT  ' 
OFFICE 

RICHARD  M  KERR 

Dl STRI CT  MANAGER 

P.O.  box  2834 

100  EAST  B  STREET 
CASPER,  tlV   82601 
phone  265-5550 
ins  265-3244) 
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This  Land 


is  YOUR 
Lan 


KEEP  IT  CLEAN ! 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 


